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Protecting and res-
toring mangroves

Like other island nations, Indonesia is highly susceptible to  

the effects of climate change such as rising sea levels, high 

waves and tsunamis. Large-scale degradation of coastal 

forests has further worsened the situation. Scientific re-

search in the aftermath of the 2004 tsunami has shown, 

that 30 coastal trees per 100 square meters can reduce the 

devastating power of the waves by up to 90%. However, 

over the last 30 years, Indonesia has lost nearly 40% of its 

mangroves. 

The project aims to restore and reforest degraded mangro-

ve areas in Indonesia. The plantations should stabilize and 

connect the remnants of the original forests so as to pre-

vent further degradation. By monitoring and promoting 

non-detrimental forms of land use, the project will secure 

long-term integrity for newly forested areas. By planting 

mangrove forests, this project helps to create an effective 

barrier against flooding in the coastal areas.

Indonesia‘s mangroves are 
an important carbon sink



Low-income families participate in the project activities. They get an opportunity 

to increase their income and are thus less prone to pursue unsustainable practices 

that might increase carbon emissions, harm the environment and further reduce 

the mangroves. Beyond carbon 
reduction

While focusing on the reduction of green-

house gas emissions, the project also 

generates multiple co-benefits, that con-

tribute to the United Nations Sustainable  

Development Goals.

The project offers trainings for the local villagers on how to make use of the mangro-

ve forests in a sustainable way – i. e. for food production or other sustainable pro-

duce. The project also facilitates market access for the local products.

Coastal forests act as a natural barrier for agricultural fields and protect them being 

overrun by the sea. The conservation of forests will help to prevent salination and 

to keep the soil fertile. Furthermore, healthy mangrove forests help to increase 

seafood resources for local communities. 

By protecting and re-establishing mangrove forests, the project furthers the se-

questering of atmospheric carbon. It, therefore, contributes to climate change mi-

tigation. The emission reductions of this project amount to an estimated 110,000t 

CO2e per annum.

The project will protect coastal marine life from habitat loss, prevent the displace-

ment of fish and other species, and will also protect areas from na tural processes 

such as coastal erosion.

Mangroves play an essential role for coastal protec tion and can help to prevent the 

negative consequences of high waves and tsunamis. Furthermore, coastal forests 

also provide a unique habitat for many endan gered mammals and birds.
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